CI1APTKR TWENTY-FOUR
THK CWERAL STRIKE
What lias come, to be railed the General Strike was
undoubtedly one of the most momentous and epoch-
making incidents in our history. It was not; really a general
strike, either in its purpose or in its extent. The General Strike
as a theory of the Syndicalists aimed at the institution of the
Socialist State by means of the complete cessation of all work.
It was a method by which a, revolution was to be brought about
by the withdrawal of labour. The strike of 19126 had no such
purpose, nor could the stoppage of r<)i>(j be called general,
as it did not include such vital services us the Post Office,
the telegraphs, telephones, and wireless. To a great extent,
moreover, the supplies of light and power were not stopped.
It was a demonstration of sympathy, and its object was to bring
pressure to hear on the* Government to do justice to that most
deserving body of workers, the miners.
To get a proper perspective of this unique event in British
industrial history, and estimate the part; that MacDonald
played in it, it is necessary to recall the facts that led up to it,
Conditions in the coal-mining industry had been going from
bad to worse for years. There was wide-spread starvation,
The men wen: getting enraged as they saw their wives and
children driven steadily down towards destitution. Their
case was taken up in the House of Commons. In March 1925
MacDonald said ;
* Black clouds hang over the coal-fields. Will the employers
meet the miners, so that the miners and their wives and
families do not pay the price of peace by starvation? , .. ..
There is talk about the miners, railwayman, and the
engineers corning to an arrangement. No greater calamity
could come over the country than that there should be
raised a great block of Unions on the one side and Capital